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PL. 879. Centells asiatica (L.) Urban {UMBELLIFERAE}

1. habit; 2. fruiting umbek; 3, S, bract; 4. cross-section of ovary; 6. stamens; 7. flower;
§. petals; 9. seeds; 10. fruit; 11, crosssection of fruit, vittae none; 12, sessile flowers in
umbel.
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TEXTUAL RESEARCH FOR CENTELLA
ASIATICA — A POPULAR TAIWAN FOLK
HERB IN PENTS’AOLOGY

Shu-Ling Liu*, Chao-Lin Kuo, Ming-Tsuen Hsich
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Han-K’0-Ts’ao is one of Taiwan folk commonly used medicinal herbs. It was named with its
appearance like a clam. By textual research of the clam herb on Pents’aology, it was found that there
were two different Chinese names with the same scientific name, Centella asiatica (L.) Urban, on Flora
of Chin (1879) and Flora of Taiwan (1975-1979) respectively. Early, it was used with the name of
Chi-Hsueh-Ts’ao of Herba Centellae Asiaticae on the Chinese ancient medicine book - Shen-Nung-Pen-
Ts’ao-Ching. But, it was used with the name of Lei-Kung-Ken of Herba Centellae Asiaticae on Taiwan
many flora books recently. There were many confusions and uncertainties about the use of names and
pictures for Herba Centellae Asiaticae on the traditional Chinese medicine books. For the same herb
there were many different names in different areas. The result of this study confirms that the names
of Chi-Hsueh-Ts’ao and Lei-Kung-Ken are for the same herb - Centella asiatica (L.) Urban. With the
similar circular leaves, there are many herbs such as Herba Centellac Asiaticae, Herba Hydrocotylis
Sibthorpioidis, Herba Hydrocotylis Nepalensis, Herba Dichondrae Micranthae, and Herba Glechomae
Hederacea. They cause some misunderstandings and misuses in Taiwan. To distinguish these five
chosen herbs, a list was provided with leaf configuration, leaf margin form, flower color and growth

height characteristic on this paper.
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