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In Taiwan, traumatic brain injury (TBI) accounts for 12.5% of all traumatic injuries and leads
to death in 55% of the cases. The lives of many critical TBI patients have been saved because of
developments in the field of neurointensive care medicine. However, an unfortunate outcome of this
disease is that patients experience loss of consciousness and permanent disability. A 72-year-old male
farmer was involved in an automobile accident that caused him severe TBI with brain contusion in the
bilateral frontal and right occipital lobes, traumatic intracranial hemorrhage, facial bone fracture, and
left tibial and fibula open fracture. His Glasgow Coma Scale (GCS) score was E1VeM2, which indicated
that he was in a critical condition; hence, he received emergency medical treatment and underwent
decompressive craniectomy. Even after the operation, he did not retain consciousness; his GCS score
was E4V1M4, and he experienced left hemiplegia. Brain magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) showed
multiple hematomas with perifocal edema in the bilateral frontal, left occipital and right temporo-
parieto-occipital regions. When his GCS score was still 9 two weeks later, he underwent counseling
and subsequently received acupuncture treatment. Three times a week, we treated the patient by strong
stimulation at GV26 (Shuigou) and the twelve Well points by using the half needling technique. After
5 acupuncture treatments, the patient could respond verbally, and his GCS score improved to E4V5M6;
the muscle power of the left extremities also improved. Therefore, we believe that an experienced

physician can use acupuncture for treating consciousness disorder in postoperative TBI patients.

Key words: Traumatic brain injury, disorder of consciousness, acupuncture, traditional Chinese

medicine

*Correspondence to: Wen-Long Hu, Department of Chinese Medicine, Kaohsiung Chang Gung Memorial Hospital, No.
123, Dapi Rd., Niaosong Dist., Kaohsiung City 833, Taiwan, Tel: +886-7-7317123 ext. 2334, Fax: +886-7-7317123 ext.
2335, E-mail: oolonghu@gmail.com





