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Objective: to propose a modern diagnostic criteria of block and desertion patterns for stroke
patients with conscious disturbance and compare them with the severity scoring systems. Design: A
cross-sectional observation study. Setting: The medical intensive care unit and neurological ward of
Far Eastern memorial hospital. Patients: Fifty-five critical stroke patients with conscious disturbance
and having onset within 1 week. Measurements: The pattern identifications (block-desertion and yin-
yang) and severity scoring systems (LOD, APACHE II, and APACHE III). Results and Conclusions:
The severity scores of the block-desertion patterns from small to large are block, block-desertion
mixed, and desertion pattern. The block-desertion patterns are more relevant with the neurological
system. The yin-yang pattern identifications of block or desertion pattern are not correlated with the

severity scores due to the small sample size.

Key words: stroke, block pattern, desertion pattern, yin yang, severity scoring systems (LOD,
APACHE II, APACHE III).
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