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Based on textual research of Pents'aology (A& 3 %), Long-K'uei (#£3%) had been used for food
or the treatment of diseases by Chinese ancestors before 600 A.D. However, because it was constantly
neglected that Long-K'uei actually has other close relatives, only the name, Long K'uei, has been used
from ancient times to the present. Long-K'uei has many vernacular names, like Lao-Ya-Yen-Ching-
Ts'ao (Z MR #FH), K'u-Ts'ai (3 %), T'ien-Ch'ieh-tz (X #k-F), Wu-T'ian- Ts'ai (& # 3£) and so on,
according to Chinese medical books. In additions, it had been named Shao-Hua-Long-K'uei (/' 7&
F£3X) or Kuang-Kuo-Long-K'uei (R #£3X). Because a scientific name for botany material record
remained to be unified, it is easily confused and misused by us. According to the Pents’ aology and
Chinese medical books, plants collected from country side, characteristic identification, and picture
comparison, only two kinds of the plants could be classified and described as follow: First kind of
Long-K'uei distributes widely throughout the world. The main feature is that fruiting calyx is applied
on dull black berry. The scientific name of that is Solanum nigrum Linnaeus. The other one is either
called Shao-Hua-Long-K'uei in China or Kuang-Kuo-Long-K'uei in Taiwan. It contains fruiting calyx
with a strongly reflex on shiny black berry and has a scientific name, Solanum americanum Miller.
However, Solanum photeinocarpum Nakamura et Odashima or Solanum nigrum var. pauciflorum
Liou are also commonly used. By providing above information, we hoped that people would be more

concerned with the identification of the original medical plants.
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