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The advanced educational systems for traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) in both Taiwan and
China have more intact structure than those of other countries in the world. Therefore, it is worthwhile
comparing the educational systems between these two since results would have significant policy
implications for further development of TCM. By employing literature review analysis and Bereday's
area comparative study, we compared both the similarities/differences and advantages/disadvantages
for the advanced educational systems for TCM between Taiwan and China. In additions, we visited
hospitals and reviewed the programs of advanced traditional medicine in China. Furthermore,
individual interview and expert forum was also held to collect useful information for this research.
We found that there was no significant difference with respect to the visions and developed models
for educational systems between both countries. However, the advanced educational system for TCM
in China is more diversified and flexible and the faculty in China is more sufficient. Furthermore,
apprenticeship was also employed to amend for the insufficiency of the system. In additions, a
program for master degree majored in TCM is currently advocated in China; therefore, one could
connect his/her studies from undergraduate to graduate program directly for approximately 7 years.
English ability, computer skills and reading for ancient TCM literature was also emphasized in this
program. In contrast, the advanced educational system for TCM in Taiwan required for a complete
training for western medical program. It improved background of western medicine for undergraduate
students in Taiwan and could make it feasible to combine both western medical and TCM training as
a whole. However, it also created a stressful learning process for students in Taiwan. Besides, it also
crowded some traditional medicine courses out. Nevertheless, comparing with such program, the 5-year
program for TCM in China or the 5-year post-bachelor program for TCM in Taiwan provided sufficient

amount of courses in TCM training but contained relatively fewer courses in western medicine.




88

According to this paper, following recommendations were suggested. Firstly, in order to coordinate
the relevant circumstances, the authority should establish a cross-department panel for the advanced
TCM education. Secondly, to improve the quality of teaching, passing on the experience and wisdom
of veteran practitioners was necessary to enhance the level of the profession among TCM professors.
Thirdly, a solid and organized textbook for our students should be compiled by the authority. Lastly,
more resources for research on TCM and for the development of TCM related-faculties should be

provided by the authority.
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