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The value that is placed in discerning the quality and authenticity of Chinese medicinal
substances is one of Taiwan’s native Holo medical traditions most significant characteristics.
Discerning and selecting the best quality plant material substances for medicinal preparations in order
to achieve the highest effective curative result, has been a well regarded secret, among Holo
practitioners. This type of knowledge has always been centered on the relationship between master
and apprentice. This knowledge is the result of accumulative years of empirical knowledge, which
has been transmitted down from generation to generation, mostly from father to son or from master
to apprentice.

Much of the classical literature is abundant with such knowledge but unfortunately there has also
been an inability to grasp the information contained in the literature. The committee on Chinese
herbal medicine, has from 1993 up to the present, promoted and encouraged the computerized
information exchange of classical literature, and this exchange has successfully grown and
developed.

The use of computerized technology has made it possible to further comprehend and analyze
many different sources of literature. With many special selections this technology has enabled us to
search and analyze many sources contained in this vast literature. With an ability to search 18 key
words amounting to 14,065, and also being able to choose, match and delete irrelevant content.

Within this technological pool of information we have on our disposal 448 different kinds of

medicinal substances, 90 text books all together, 1,470 chapters and 39,012 words in all.

To illustrate the magnitude of this system we give one example: ginseng, there are 8 different
types of ginseng and for these 8 different types; there are 4,340 entries for just these 8 herbs alone.

This technology allow us to explore in more detail and with greater efficiency the historical
perspectives of the Holo medical tradition. The Holo medical tradition, by its cultural practices of
transmitting knowledge, from master to apprentice has been able to conserve fully intact a great
wealth of knowledge, and this knowledge that has been past down through the generations is truly
the great treasure of the Chinese Holo medical tradition. There are other factors involved in this
analysis such as historical and sociological that need to be further investigated, but this will have to
be another topic of discussion and research.

Key words: Identification TCM material, Computerized information of classic TCM literatures,
Analysis.
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