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PREFACE REPLACED BY
OPENING REMARKS

Ding-Shinn Chen, M.D., Dean

National Taiwan University College of Medicine
October 24, 2002

It is a great pleasure and honor for the National Taiwan University College of Medicine
(NTUCM) to have the opportunity to co-host the Fifth Lifu Academic Award for Chinese
Medicine Symposium today. I guess most of you might have known that the NTUCM just
celebrated its 105 anniversary this year. From its early initiative period up to now, many
developments had been achieved by many outstanding scholars. Among them, Dr. Tsung-
Ming Tu was the most famous one who was the first Taiwanese obtaining Ph.D. degree in
Pharmacology from Kyoto University, Japan. To my own knowledge, Chinese herb medicine
was one of Dr. Tu’s major research areas including his other two important areas in Opium
and snake venom afterwards.

In fact, the objective of medicine is to cure the illness. Therefore, I think it makes sense
for people working in medical field should study the mechanism of the effective medicines,
no matter they are Chinese medicine, Western medicine or even Mongolian or Tibetan
medicine. Of course, there were many historic using experiences of Chinese medicine in the
past; but some are correct and some are not. All these need to be explored and proved by
scientific and objective methods. To the effective remedies, we must further study to find out
its mechanisms. Today, I see many in the audience whom I am acquainted with have made
substantial contributions in this respect; I would like to pay my respects to them as well.

The content of this symposium is abundant including the policies to combine Chinese and
Western medicine, mechanism of pain relief, treatment and evaluations of various Chinese
medicine, etc. I am sure, with audiences’ enthusiastic participation and efforts of all the
speakers, this symposium will be very successful.

In the meanwhile, I am pleased to learn that this year’s Lifu Academic Award for Chinese
Medicine has been presented to my colleague, Professor Che-Ming Teng. It is not only an
honor for Professor Teng for his outstanding achievements in Chinese Medicine, but also an
affirmative recognition of the NTUCM. For this, I would like to express our appreciation to
Lifu Foundation. At last, I wish you all the best, good health and happiness.





