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Early 2003, an incidence of epidemic disease----SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome)
was occurred mainly in Asia district and Toronto, Canada. Health professional and biomedical
specialist were dedicated themselves to the frontier of anti-SARS, and people endangered stressfully.
Lethal epidemic contagious diseases occurred in ancient China, which used to be considered as a
disaster from the heaven and considered as a sign of bad fortune, gave ancient emperor in China a lot
of trouble in governing their country. In fact, most of the ancient official historical documentation of
the severe epidemic regime was over-simplified or skipped and very few occurrences were recorded
precisely. Historically, there were many ancient Chinese medical physicians dedicated themselves in
treating for epidemic diseases and some scholars put their effort on collecting effective medical
formula from their ancestor. Each modern traditional Chinese doctor knows that a famous medical
doctor, Juei-Tain Cheng, in the Hang Dynasty (200 AD) wrote a medical book “Shang Han Lun”
because of a lethal outbreak of an epidemic disease----Shang Han which causing death to a lot of his
relatives. In this study, a set of 22 volumes of electronic medical literatures from the ancient China
was collected and stored into the database. Additionally, a thesaurus was defined with 37 keywords
relating to “Epidemic Disease”. Around twenty-one-hundred-thousand of sentences relating to the
Epidemic thesaurus were retrieved from the medical literature database. All the extracted information
was stored in the data repository and showed on the TCMET (Traditional Chinese Medicinal
Electronic Text) internet dynamically.

Key words: Classical Chinese Medicinal Literature, Epidemic, Information Retrieval, Thesaurus,
WWW.
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