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IDENTIFICATION OF THE ENDANGERED
WILDLIFE SPECIES FOR TURTLE SHELL
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Wildlife conservation is a world wide trend. It has become a common consensus for countries on
the globe to protect wildlife. A few wild animals based Traditional Chinese medicinal drugs were listed
as endangered wildlife species, but it caused very serious problems of conservation. Since then, Chinese
medicine had turned out to be the center of criticism in the world. Turtle shell was one of these
problems, it is very important to find a settled method for turtle shell. In Chinese traditiona drugs, we
only used the plastron, there were great variations on morphology, and even the turtle experts could not
identify it. So, the main problem was how to tell the protected species from those that were not
protected.

In a five years efforts, we collected the samples from the traditional deadlers, and developed the
identifying methods. We presented a detail identification description on morphological will
characterigics and offered a smple key that, we believed, were quite easy to learn. It will help to
educate the Chinese drugs dedlers, government officers, to know the protected and non-protect species.
From our collections, there were 7 species belong to the endangered species according to CITES
(Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora). They were (1)
CITES| : Geoclemys hamiltonii Gray, Kachuga tecta (Gray), Morenia ocellata (Boulenger); (2) CITES
Il : Geochelone platynota Blyth, Indotestudo elongata (Blyth), Manouria impressa (Gunther), and
Testudo hordfieldi Gray. The other 26 species were not listed on endangered wildlife species.

With thisreport, the traditional Chinese drug importers and dederswill have a handy for reference,
they will pay attention to the protected species, and refuse to use them. Our government officers will
aso have a standard for punishment. It will be very big helpful for the protection of turtle in Taiwan
Chinese drugs.

Key Words: Endangered wildlife species, Turtle shell, Identification.
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