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Information can be retrieved from Traditional Chinese Medicinal Literature (TCML) with the
aid of the computer and considerable savingsin time and money. The Chinese full text information
retrieval technology is well developed and aready applied to the TCML. In this study, the
electronic text of Heijian-Liu-Shu (The Six Books of Hejian) was chosen as a pilot project. This
book in form of database contents totally 190431 Chinese characters, the computer program
matched 203 medicinals in the Ben-Cao-Bei-Yao, and finally 229 medicinals were filtered from
the Heijian-Liu-Shu (including the above 203). The filtered medicinals database was used to
extract ingredients from the Heijian-Liu-Shu formulas automatically. The results show that 603
ingredient groupings were indexed and the precision ratio was 82% and the recall ratio 95%. The
efficiency gave us confidence in the area of computer-aided TCML information retrieval. Finaly,
quality control of 512 formulas was completed. These recipes have already been installed on the
TCMET world-wide-web. All the computer agorithm, flows, procedures and the medicinals
database which developed in this paper can be transposed to any other similar TCML information
retrieval project flexibly.

Key words: Traditional Chinese medicinal literature, Herbal name computer-aided retrieval,
Herbal name database, WWW.
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