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The most striking challenge for medicine in the 21st century lies in it having to deal
increasingly with the problems deriving from an prolonged life span. Health problems will be
increasing related to degenerative diseases such as hypertension, caner, and diabetes. The dual
aim of medicine in the future must be to improve treatment of these diseases and to enhance
quality of life.

The limits in dealing with adult disease at the present time are prompting many people in
the medical words to turn to traditional forms of medicine, and conventional medicine is
gradually accepting the notion of' "aternative medicine”. The desire for health and for a high
quality of life means that medicine cannot remain at the stage of merely curing disease any
longer. In future, greater attention has to be paid to prevention and enhancing health.

In view of these developments, reserch in Oriental Medicine will be directed towards
strengthening the features of its own approach. Meeting the challenges of the new age, we
will be developing the advantages of Oriental Medicine in treatment and prevention disease
and in health enhancement, using the techniques of modern medicine to provide objective
proof, so to provide evidence of the value of Oriental medicine that is increasing based on
solid research models.
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