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The current system of reimbursement in national health insurance for Chinese medicine in
Taiwan is done according to the “A-code” system, which depends on Western medicine for
diagnosis classifications. Because Chinese medicine uses a system of diagnosis that differs
significantly from that of Western medicine, adopting the “A-code” system often causes many
technical problems in insurance reimbursement. Therefore, we propose a new coding system (the
“B-code” system), which would serve the management of nationa! health insurance in Taiwan
better.

The “B-code” system adds another four digits (which should properly identify the TCM
diagnosis) to our current “A-code” system. The first digit for TCM diagnosis indicates etiology,
the second digit indicates the diseased viscera, the third digit marks the phase and/or the extent of
the disease, and the fourth digit describes the mechanism and pattern of disease.

The major categories are coded in numbers, with “0 representing “none” or “others”. The
minor categories are coded in English alphabets, with “Z” representing “complex”, For diseases
that are more complex in nature, several sets of “B-code” numbers can be applied simultaneously.
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