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Discussion on the Development of Medicine in
Taiwan before Japanese Colonial Period

Chia-Sheng Chang, Yi-Chang Su *

Graduate Institute of Chinese Medicine, College of Chinese Medicine, China Medical University, Taichung, Taiwan

This study will discuss the development of early medical events from the Netherlands and the
Spanish from 17th century to Ming and Qing Dynasties, as well as the early development of traditional
Chinese medicine in Taiwan.

In the early 17th century, a lot of people being to move to Taiwan. The Netherlands and the
Spanish colonial rule Taiwan in the mid-17th century. They send the medical missionary to Taiwan
as a pacification policy, to treat disease. However, this kind of commercial plunder medical care,
disappeared with the withdrawal of the Dutch and Spaniards in Taiwan.

In the Ming and Qing dynasties, People in Fujian, Guangdong and other coastal area moved
to Taiwan in large numbers out to make a living, commerce, culture and education needs. As the
immigrants went to Taiwan, the mainland China's medical system passed to Taiwan. From the late
Ming Dynasty to the mid-Qing, a lot of Chinese medicine practitioners and pharmacists came to
Taiwan, Chinese medicine play an important role in the health care system of the people in Taiwan.
The development of Taiwan's early health care system is based on original medicine and the Chinese
medicine system.

In the late Qing Dynasty, like the development of China's medical system, the beginning of
modern medicine in Taiwan is also from Western Christian missionaries. After open trading ports in
the mid-19th century, western missionaries again come to Taiwan for medical missionary, and bring
the modern Western medicine to Taiwan. But at that time, Western medicine has not surpassed the
influence of the traditional Chinese medicine, the general public still use traditional medical. Until
Japanese rule Taiwan, the Western medical education being to implement in Taiwan, which increase

the influence of Western medicine in Taiwan.

Key words: Ming-Qing Dynasties, medicine in Taiwan, Chinese medicine
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